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Severe Weather Preparedness

Severe weather preparedness i Seeesentitalr mcorstevé&ry gmue Lkl vy
can produce heavy rain, strong winds, lightning, hail and
posed by a storm in your area.
The National Weather Service, in coope I'N THI S |1 ssug broc
wi || provide you with the warnings you Iy r «
|l i sten to the medi a, you' ||l know when |f Severe Weat herjoac!|
and if you need to take protective acti Preparedness
Nati onal Oceanic and At mo s(pNhCArAi)c wredamihref Ameri can Red Clr os s
are the best warning system for al | Mont h elnci ¢
severe storms. These inexpensive dev nmpe nd
primary warning system for everyone an|1 Flood Safety Away e
el ectronics retailer. We e k
_ _ _ T ReadyPA Action|] She
Don't wait wuntil an emergency siren so ) do ki |
and other things. Make sure the enti Wt e Weathers lehq
home, at work, in school, at the mall Ri sks 1dy m
the storms strike. Know where you will “tTmake " snmerter.
The changing of seasons often brji ngs
weat her across Pennsyl vani a. The t
warm triggers thunderstorms the |spr
and humidity can help build thugpder
Severe weather is possible at anly p:¢
spring marks the bfiegvanengesaeahsechng i n
Pennsyl danita me when these types |of
become more frequent. Thunder sgorn
severe wind gust s, and even tornladoc¢
borders of our Commonweal t h. Pl us
produce | ightning and flooding hazards whs cthalak ea claittetgloa i @
makes a storm severe and &l ook eate BRweran shyelrv anruimb er s .
What makes a storm severe?
There are three factors which make re:
T Wind Gusts of 58mph or faster
T Hail 10di ameter or | arger (quart
T A Tornado
Lightning and flooding are not requirements for a sevelre s
definition, you need lightnd&ngetbnihaall y hpmeeent sioniejery
the wunpredictability of l'ightning strikes all ows for [
thunderstorms is a common hazard and is alerted separaltel)



https://www.noaa.gov/

Severe Weather Preparedness
Wat ches & Warnings

The National Weat her ServiWat (MNWSH whéy |&xad

favorable conditions to allow for severe |thul
are usually issued for sever a8 kowmd.i esYQuwrs
prepare for severe weather by revi ewing| you
objects outdoor s, closing door s and window
2§I-GKSNJ2I-58)rKeSCéaSts' Al ways have a at | east two meJt hooct
The NWS wil |l Wairsnsiunggh@an t hunderstor ms arej] cre
weat her , either seen on radar or repo
Warnings wusually last | ess than one hour| anc
thunderstorm warning is issued when a sterm
or the potenti al for a tornado. Tornadd wa
shows rotation on radar or a tornado i|s S
Weather Warnings i ssued, you should i mmedi ately take actidn!
centr al room and stay away from dloedrasy ,andg ewis

hazards may be seconds away from you.

American Red Cross Month

Every eight minutes, the American Red Cr 2lp ar
thanks to heroes | ike you. Whet her vyou , |don
Ameri can Red Cross depends on your supp 1 |di ff
across the country.

Each year, the president of the United aifms |
The American Red Cross uses this month t ¢ h o
everyday heroes who help fulfildl t heir i s| Mai
uncover your inner hero by: American

1T Giving Blood. donations can help save RedCI'OSS e

T Taking a FClrasgs .Ai d, Cardi o Pul monary Resuscitation|] (CF

Babysitting, Lifeguard, to name a few.
T Vol unt eedeilmppg.ng di splaced families, providing carejand
veteran, or teaching others how to respond in emergenc
For more information aboutwwWwer ddieroseanomlRg@d Cross or t]o
To read more about American Red Cross Month or how to| be

https:// www. redocri e«assmenig hahbbomt

Be a hero today!



http://www.redcross.org
https://www.redcross.org/about-us/red-cross-month.html
http://www.redcross.org/

FIl ood Safety Awareness

Flood Safety Awar dmvags hWE&HBk 2019
Many of wus got wup close and personal with fl ooding ac|ros:
Pennsyl vania broke the annual statewide record for reinf
pummel ed the same areas, over and over again. Snowmel |t ar
flooding is more common for wus, but Il ast year we dealf wi
significant flooding damage to places wh&ch mpevemaAtdejlahtat
Pennsyl vanians prepare for flooding, including invest|]i gat
typically not coveréed nsyurhaonnteeo)wn er

~ Flood insurance is a drop in the bucket compared

to the cost of flood damage. Check your coverage.

#Belnformed Ready .
What is a FlWshs&womdPe than we wanted with these in J201¢
extreme flow of hi gh water into a normally dry area, or
above a predetermined flood | evel, beginning within i X
rainfall, dam failure, ice jam).
What is Urban & Small FEopodamgFbbodimadg?P str eanysi,ngstarreeegtss,,
as railroad underpasses and urban storm drains. This ¢tlype
generally not | ife threatening, nor is it significantl]y deze
River FTheodri se of a river to an elevation that the r|ive
threatening damage.

/NWSStateCollege

Flash Flood Warning: Take Action!
Issued when flash flood is imminent.
Move immediately to high ground.
Flood Warning: Take Action!

Issued when flooding isimminent or
occurring.

Flood Advisory: Be Aware

Issued when flooding is not expected to
be bad enough to issue a warning. Still
requires caution.

Flood Watch: Be Prepared

Issued when conditions are favorable for
flooding. Does not mean flooding will
occur, but possible.

d www.weather.gov/ctp

B /NwsStateCollege @NWSStateCollege




Now you know what makes a fl ood, S0 Che t helse
T Always seek higher ground
Evacuate when told before the flood reaches you f
I f §ge®utrapped in your home, move to a higher fl qor/
T Lf vyou evacuate, secure your home
Di sconnect or shut off wutilities i f possible
I f time allows, move important items to a higher| fl
f When driving, never cross aTurlmoAredundd.aBivarwn!
The road may have washed away
Cars float in a foot of water and can be swept ajway
’
Turn Around, Don’t Drown!
S o4 -
Your National
f Never walk through flooded waters
A half foot of moving water can knock you off yolur f
FIl ood water dangers include drowning, wild ani mall s,
FIl oodwaters can conduct el ectri ciitcyonssaeav dihde m rgyn edc
and dangerous
® Don't underestimate the ;W‘%
>~ power of water! %Vj
J . . : l18—24inchesoffa5t—moving
I 6inches of fast-moving | 12inches of fast-moving water can ! water can carry away most
. water can knock over and | carry away a small car. ! large SUVs, vans and trucks.
carry away an adult. |
|
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This M@anthreparedness Events

American Red Cross Month
(https://www. redcrwsikramrdogsisarbtohu.tht mil

FIl ood Safety Awareness Week
(March®"BBough Majfrch 29

(https:// www. weat her .)gov/ safety/fl ood
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Addi tional Resources
Pennsyl vania Emergency Manaagvevwe mpte mAg @m@ac \go Vv
ReadyPA~ww. Ready. PA. gov
SERVPAYww. Serv. PA. gov

Feder al Emergency Managewewt:f AdgeanggvVv

Of fice of the State Fi wawwComiics piacomgew:
Pennsyl vania Department of wdwmahsSeravigoes:
Pennsyl vania Depart mewwwohedHéaht pa. gov

PA State Ani mal Re s pvovrws @0 aTlseaa m:. u s

PA Department of Trawwwopé¢émandaomn. goyv
PA511Conneww: 511pa. com

Pennsyl vania St atwev. Palpi. p&:. gov
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http://www.pema.pa.gov
http://www.Ready.PA.gov
http://www.serv.pa.gov
http://www.fema.gov
http://www.osfc.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.dhs.pa.gov
http://www.health.pa.gov
http://www.pasart.us
http://www.penndot.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.511pa.com
http://www.agriculture.pa.gov/

